Student Learning Outcomes

Biology 109
Course Outline Objectives

A. Read, critically evaluate, and discuss scientific and popular literature on topics relating to the history of life on Earth.

Student Learning Outcome

After classroom discussions and/or personal research, students will demonstrate the ability to relate recent scientific information to the history of life in a written response on an exam.

Course Outline Objectives

D. Interpret biological phylogenies.

Student Learning Outcome

Students will critically interpret phylogenies they have constructed using a set of imaginary organisms and be able to compare and contrast theirs with others orally.

Course Outline Objective
H. Be able to identify the major groups of invertebrate organisms found in the fossil record 

Student Learning Outcome
Students will demonstrate an ability to identify and compare unknown specimens in a lab practical after identifying, comparing, and contrasting various examples of invertebrates, both living and fossil in lab.

Course Outline Objective

K. Evaluate and critically analyze scientific or popular literature on topics relating to the history of life on earth in a written form.

Student Learning Outcome

Students will research a paleontology topic of their choice, using appropriate popular and scientific sources and write a written report communicating and discussing the information and its impact on our understanding of the history of life.  The report will include a critical analysis of the evidence and the student’s supported opinion about the topic.
